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Republicans. The latter, though already showing signs of faction, were
united in their avid anticipation of the fruits of power. They seemed
careless about the crisis, in fact most of them underestimated it. They
had traveled little if at all in the South; knowing relatively few south-
erners, they judged them largely by their spokesmen in Washington.
These men were noted for their fire eating on the floor, their good-
fellowship after hours, their bluff, their aptness at making heavy de-
mands and then accepting compromise.6 Mrs. Jefferson Davis spoke of
them as "the Botany Bay, ... the bear garden of the South." So many
Republicans couldn't believe the South was serious; even so astute a man
as Lincoln overestimated the Union sentiment in "Secessia." Besides,
the Republicans had not won Congress yet, and the secession of a few
would give them the control they lacked. Others were not worried par-
ticularly over another republic and were inclined to say "Wayward
sisters, depart in peace." Some contemptuously remarked that the South
could not be kicked out of the Union.7
In this maze of factions, conflicting interests, and lack of understand-
ing, it was hard to see how any combination could be contrived to agree
on a Union-saving formula. However, if any was to be evolved it must
be by Douglas Democrats and those from the upper South, with what
little help the southern opposition might be willing and able to supply.
Even if all these were agreed they must still convert some of the Re-
publicans, or more unlikely still, some of the secessionists.
The heart of the difficulty was its logical impossibility. John A. Camp-
bell of Alabama, associate justice of the Supreme Court, expounded
this impasse with rare cogency:s
"The truth is that the grievances complained of by the cotton States
are either not material or not remediable. What guarantee will prevent
the denunciation of slavery and slaveholders in the pulpit, press and
academy? What will prevent the pragmatical and conceited Yankee
from making foreign newspapers and magazines the vehicle of his
mendacity and spite? What will prevent their women and fanatics
from making petitions to Congress and their politicians from irritating
the Southern representatives? Who can give self-control to Southern
members or prevent them from showing that slavery is ordained by
Heaven?